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This presentation explores
a number of the key factors
which lie behind the current
(re)surgence of consideration
given to the role of universities

in relation to regional and civic

engagement. Sometimes
characterised as the ‘third
mission” of higher education,
the ways in which this mission

www.unimelb.edu.au

become manifest are not
only varied, but may pull in
rather contradictory directions
depending on which aspect of
community is being prioritised.
Specifically, this presentation
will examine the nature of
engagement with the broader
adult population, highlighting
some of the strategic and
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organisationalchallengeswhich
this poses for institutions of
higher education. The example
of a particular initiative of an
Irish university DCU in the
Community will be drawn
upon for illustrative purposes.



